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10 Things to Check
Before You Hit "Post"

1. SEO Friendly Title:
The best format to use is PSB. Primary Keyword - Secondary Keyword | Brand
Name. For example, Blogger Secrets - Best Blog Resources | Fashion Du Jour.
Stick to a length between 50-60 characters. No cutesy names; they don't search
well. If you do nothing else, I also suggest you download WORDPRESS YOAST
SEO. I downloaded it, installed it and use it myself. Before posting, it analyzes
your post and tells you what to add for SEO optimization. Last, ask yourself what
you'd google search if you were looking for this post and make that your title.

2. Link to past posts
Link every single post you create to an old post. Widgets are great tools but any
chance you get to merge old and new content in the body of your post, that's a
win. One easy way to include this tip is to shout out a reader who made a
comment. "Thanks to Mary who left a comment on my previous post, [POST
TITLE] sharing how my post helped her [INSERT RELEVANT COMMENT]!"

3. prompt your readers
How many times have you read a really great blog post and asked yourself, now
what? Readers want to get involved and love to be asked for their opinion or
experience. Add a call-to-action for your readers to get involved. For example, on
a post about making updates to your blog you can ask, "What do you love about
your blog?"

4. test your links
Make sure your links work. Send a test version of your post to yourself and click
on all links to make sure they point to the correct location and that they're not
broken. There really are no do-overs with this one. Especially if you shrink your
links, make sure they copied accurately when you pasted them.
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5. get visual
The world we live in is VERY visual and it's important to make sure every blog
post has an image. Sometimes it's hard to come up with a relevant picture but a
great alternative to taking pictures is to use photo stock. DEATH TO STOCK
PHOTO is a great place to find free images for almost everything. One super
simple idea is to pick a completely random image, add a text overlay relevant to
your blog post using a free image editor (picmonkey, pixlr,etc.). Below is an
example. I found a free image of a marketplace, blurred it, added text and that
was all.

6. make it relevant
Anyone can create a blog post, but it takes thought and care to create something
of relevance. Draft your post with this question in mind, "What should my readers
walk away with?"

7. tell a story
Everyone loves a good story. If you can add a personal testimony, this adds
credibility and interest to your post. Stories don't have to be long and drawn out.
Just a couple of quick lines will do the trick. For example, "I've battled cellulite for
years and have been ashamed to bare my legs. I'm finally gaining the selfconfidence I've been lacking." These 2 lines make the reader relate and even have
compassion for your battle.

8. make it easy
Chop up long paragraphs to make your post easy to eye-scan. Incorporate lists.
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9. magic number 1500
Bigger doesn't always mean better. A post length of 1500 words is the optimal
post length for sharing and SEO. Ridiculously long posts are a turn off to readers
who simply want a few quick tips. Make every word count.

10. social sharing buttons
Make sure you social sharing buttons are clearly displayed on your page so there
is a clear opportunity for readers to share your post.
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